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Towards the end of his remarks at the grand opening of Huntsman Hall on March 16, Jon Huntsman stated that “No
exercise is better for the human heart than reaching down and lifting someone up.” Our students are taking this advice
seriously this semester as as they participate in service projects around campus and around the community.

Accounting students and members of the accounting honors society, Beta Alpha Psi (BAP), come together each spring
to volunteer for VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance). The USU-VITA program is a partnership between the IRS
and BAP. Upwards of 100 students are trained each year to provide tax assistance for students and members of the
community who aren’t able to pay for tax software or professional tax services. Between 500-700 tax returns are prepared
each spring, with about 200 for international clients. Those returns result in $8 million in refunds.
Professor Bonnie Villareal, the club advisor of BAP, oversees the program and assists with tricky cases. “Every year I
think, ‘Who is going to volunteer for this?’ and then 100 students walk in the door to be trained. It even brings tears to my
eyes.”
Students from the Finance & Economics club have also caught the spirit of service. At the beginning of the school year
students in the club decided they wanted to give back to the community and utilize the subject they know best – finance.
Three times a semester students meet with families at The Family Place, a local nonprofit, where they evaluate the
families’ financial situations and offer advice. They help families set realistic financial goals, update resumes, and practice
for interviews.
Huntsman student Austin Hawes is the club’s Service VP. He noted that the project “helps students understand the worth
of their own education. When a student is offering financial advice to someone twice their age, it puts the value of their
own education into perspective.”
Students in the Huntsman Scholar Program have been working on their cardiovascular service skills as well. In
conjunction with the Cache Refugee and Immigration Connection (CRIC), five Aggies meet weekly with refugee students
attending Logan High School to teach financial literacy classes. Subjects cover interest rates, bank accounts, predatory
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lending, savings accounts and more. Many of these high school students are first or second generation immigrants,
whose parents may not have a good grasp of the English language or financial processes.
Jacklyn Sullivan, a Huntsman School sophomore, hopes to continue the project in future semesters. “In the past we’ve
done projects like picking up trash on the highway. Teaching these classes, it feels like I’m really making a difference in
the students’ lives.”
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